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Art Unit: 3643 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 28 recites the limitation "the milking stall" in lines 1-2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 29 is rejected as being dependent upon a rejected base claim. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 7, 8, 10-16, 23-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by European Patent EP 0207572 to Van der Lely. 

Regarding Claim 1 , Van der Lely teaches a device for cleaning the teats of an 
animal including at least one first conduit member (Van der Lely Fig. 3 #24 and page 9 
line 36-38) and at least one teat-cleaning member (Van der Lely Fig. 2 #16) which is 
connectable via the first conduit member to a central arrangement for supplying 
cleaning liquid and discharging waste liquid wherein: the teat-cleaning member 



Application/Control Number: 10/512,010 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3643 

includes at least two teat-cleaning cups (Van der Lely #16 connected go #17 of Fig. 3 
and page 9 line 1-2) to be applied to a respective teat of the animal, the conduit 
assembly and two second conduit member (Van der Lely #24 and 25 above element 
#34 of Fig. 3) extending between a respective one of the teat-cleaning cups and the 
conduit assembly and wherein each teat-cleaning cup is connected to the central 
arrangement via the respective second conduit member and the first conduit members 
for supplying of cleaning liquid and providing for discharging of waste liquid. 

Regarding Claims 2 and 4, Van der Lely teaches the central arrangement (Van 
der Lely water under pressure through #24) is arranged to discharge the waste (Van der 
Lely #25) liquid by applying a pressure significantly lower than the atmospheric pressure 
to the teat-cleaning cups via the conduit members 

Regarding Claims 3, Van der Lely teaches supply conduit (Van der Lely #24) and 
discharge conduit (Van der Lely #25) for each teat cleaning cup. 

Regarding Claims 5, 7 and 8, Van der Lely teaches a connection member (Van 
der Lely Fig. 3 #34). 

Regarding Claims 1 0 and 1 1 , Van der Lely teaches a grip member (Van der Lely 

#19). 

Regarding Claim 12-14 and 16, Van der Lely teaches a carrying arrangement 
(Van der Lely Fig. 3 #37) to permit the teat cleaning member to be movable from 
inactive to an active position (Van der Lely #41). 

Regarding Claim 15, Van der Lely teaches the carrying arrangement adapted to 
permit the teat cleaning member to be attached to the animal and follow the animal 
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during movement (applicant has not claimed free movement or a length of movement, 
thus Van der Lely's device does move at least an inch to the left or right side if the 
animal sways slightly in either direction). 

Regarding Claim 23, Van der Lely teaches the teat cleaning cup includes a lower 
end and an upper end with an inner space, the upper end defining an opening for the 
introduction of the teat to be cleaned (Van der Lely Fig. 2 #17). 

Regarding Claims 24 and 25, Van der Lely teaches a flexible lip (Van der Lely 

#19). 

Regarding Claim 26, Van der Lely teaches the teat-cleaning device includes a 
retracting member (Van der Lely Fig. 1 #8 and 9). 

Regarding Claim 27, Van der Lely teaches a milking stall (Van der Lely Fig. 1). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over European Patent EP 0207572 to Van der Lely. 

Regarding Claims 28 and 29, Van der Lely is silent on a plurality of milking stalls 
and the configuration of the milking stall. However, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Van der Lely at the time of the 
invention since the modification is merely a duplication of a known element for a 
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multiple effect and the configuration is merely an engineering design choice involving 
the selection of a known milking stall configuration to efficiently meet the needs of the 
farmer depending on the size of the herd and space constraints [In re Harza, 274 F.2d 
669, 671, 124 USPQ 378, 380 (CCPA 1990)]. 

Regarding Claim 30, Van der Lely teaches a pneumatic application of the teat 
cups (Van der Lely #9), but is silent on explicitly teaching it is automatic. However, it is 
old and well-known to provide automatic milking equipment for large scale dairy farms 
to reduce labor for fast and efficient operations. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Van der Lely at the time of the 
invention since the engineering design choice of automating a system is an obvious 
modification for one of ordinary skill in the art for efficient operation [In re Venner, 262 
F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 192, 194 (CCPA 1958)]. 

Regarding Claim 9, Van der Lely is silent on the second conduit member being 
rigid. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the teachings of Van der Lely at the time of the invention since the modification is 
merely an engineering design choice involving the selection of a known material to 
prevent kinking in the lines. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6 and 17-22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 3,556,053; U.S. Patent No. 5,291,853; U.S. Patent No. 
5,862,776; U.S. Patent No. 4,924,809; U.S. Patent No. 6,098,570; U.S. Patent No. 
6,334,406; U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2002/0185071; U.S. Patent Pub. No. US 
2004/0231603; U.S. Patent Pub. No. US 2003/0226520; U.S. Patent No. 6,684,809; 
U.S. Patent No. 6,401,654. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea M. Valenti whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6895. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am-5:30pm M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on 571-272-6891 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Andrea M. Valenti 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 
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